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PREFACE. 


AS  a  means  of  judging, 
whether  Mr,  Fox  or  Mr.  Pitt 
would  be  the  fitteft  man  for  the 
King,  at  this  prefent  time,  to 
make  Minifier  of  the  Country, 
tlie  following  Family  Tale  is 
fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the 
Public.  The  Reader  is  dciired 
fairly     to    afk    him.felf,     how    he 

would 


11  PREFACE. 

would  be  likely  to  ad,  in  lils 
own  Family,  in  the  cafe  which 
will   be  ftated. 

A  few  Notes  are  intro- 
duced, for  the  fake  of  making 
fome  of  the  Allufions  the  more 
plain  and  eafy. 


THE 


FAMILY  TALE. 


V^  N  C  E  upon  a  tdme,  lived  a  very 
worthy  gentleman,  a  Mr.  George  :  He 
was  the  Third  of  the  name,  and  a 
very  refpedlable  race  they  were.  He 
had  a  large  family  *  to  take  care  of ; 
and  it  might  have  been  a  very  happy 
one,  but  it  was  furrounded  by  unquiet 
quarrelfome  neighbours ;  and,  what  was 
flill   worfe,    he    was    often    haraiTed   by 

*  The  Nation. 
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help  of  this  fame  North,  with  whom 
he  profeffed  to  divide  both  the  profits 
and  the  bufmefs  of  the  ftewardihip,  that 
he  sot  Mr.  Geor2:e  to  make  a  fteward  of 
him. 

The  new  managers,  though  at  firfl 
they  made  a  great  ftir  about  detcfting 
abufes  and  retrenching  extravagancies^ 
foon  fhewed  themfeh^es  ahuoft  as  a6tive 
as  their  predeceffors,  in  minding  their 
own  interefrs  at  their  mailer's  expenfe,  and 
in  putting  their  own  creatures  into  all 
the  places  of  trufl  and  profit.  But  what 
was  moft  abominable,  they  were  ftrongly 
fufpe6led  of  endeavouring  to  make  them- 
felves  fuch  a  party  in  the  family,  as 
{hould  put  it  out  of  their  mailer's 
power    to   turn   them  out.      This   very 

attempty 
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attempt,  hovvevcr,    proved  the  caufe    of 
their    removal :    for    the  family  *    itfelf, 
greatly  to  its  honour,  refented  the  defign  ; 
and  Mr.  George  turned  Foxton  and  all 
jiis  fquad  out   of    doors,    and   took    in 
his   ftead    a   young    man    of   the    name 
'of  Pitman,   the  fon    of   an  old  "fteward 
•of  the  family.     You  may  be  fure  Foxton 
and    his  Friends  did   not  take  their  re- 
moval quietly ;  they  ftormed  and  raved, 
and  tried  to  make  every  one  believe  that 
Pitman  was   wholly  unfit    to   be    at  the 
head  of  fuch  a  family  ;    while  the  only 
crime  thev  could  alleo-e  apainft  Mr.  Pit- 

-        ^  CD  Cj 

man  was^  that  he  ^\as  too  young.  But 
■the  old  gentleman  would  not  hear  of 
it : — "  Pitman  will  fbon  (faid  he)  out- 
grow that  fault."-- And  fo   he  did:  for, 

*  The    Parliament  and    people. 
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though  he  found  his  mafler's  affairs  in 
a  fad  ftate  of  confufion,  he  fet  all  to 
rights,  and  managed  the  family  with 
great  judgment ;  though  he,  too,  was 
not  without  his  faults,  (as  who  indeed 
is)  and  one  of  the  greateft  of  them  was 
that  of  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  too  eafily 
prevailed  on  to  raife  his  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances to  fituations  of  high  rank  * 
in  the  family  ;  for  ^^  hich  fituations 
(though  I  grant  there  was  no  falary  an- 
nexed to  them,  yet)  as  they  gave  a  right 
of  precedence,  there  was  a  great  paflion 
in  his  day.  At  the  fame  time,  it  mud 
be  faid  for  him,  that  Mr.  Fox  ton  himfelf 
had  full  as  many  connexions  who  were 
looking  to  the  fame  fort  of  diftinc- 
tion, 

*  Creation    of  Peerages. 
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Well:  I  will  pafs  over  the  particu- 
lars of  many  years,  during  which  Pit- 
man was  at  tlie  head  of  the  family  :-— 
Foxton,  all  the  while,  bra\\ling  and 
thwarting  as  much  as  he  could ;  and 
having  been  joined  by  a  Mr.  Sherr\iiian, 
but  a  ihandy  fort  of  a  fellow,  though 
clever  enough,  and  a  Mr.  Greyling,  and 
many  other  diilatisfied  people  ;  who 
thought,  as  we  are  all  apt  to  do,  that 
they  could  manage  things  better,  if  they 
were  at  the  head  of  artairs. 

But  I  muft  pafs  over  all  this,  I  fay, 
and  take  up  my  itory  again.-— Many  years 
after,  at  a  time  when,  as  is  well  known, 
a  defperate  fet  of  fellows,  called  by  way  of 
difl:in6tion,  the  Jacobines,  poiTeiTed  them- 
feives  of  the  houfe  and  eftate  of  a  neigh- 
B  4  bouring 
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bouring  gentleman,*  a  Mr.  Lewis,  whom, 
as  well  as  his  wife,  they  cruelly  murdered ; 
and,  after  having  been  guilty  of  the  moft 
atrocious  a6ls  of  wickednefs  and  cruelty, 
in  their  own  family,^  had  fet  themfelves 
to  rob  and  plunder  all  around  them.  They 
were  befides,  a  fet  of  the  moft  prophane, 
blafphemous  wretches,  that  ever  lived  ; 
and,  at  one  time,  carried  it  fo  far,  as  to- 
fuffer  none  of  the  family  to  go  to  church, 
and  to  murder  every  parfon  that  did  not 
fave  himfclf,  by  running  away.  Yet,  all 
this  time,  while  they  were  opprefling  and 
haraffing  people  in  eveiy  v/ay,  they  pre- 
tended to  be  mighty  advocates  for  liberty 
and  the  rights  of  man ;  and,  though  each 
would  own  the  other  was  a  great  rogue, 

*  The   King  of  France. 
f  The  French  Nation. 

each 
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each  ufed  to  profefs  himfelf  to  be  a  warm 
friend  of  the  family,  and,  indeed,  of  all 
mankind.  Mr.  Lewis's  predecefTors,*  it 
mufi:  be  confciTsd,  had  been  ufed  to  go- 
vern the  family  in  too  arbitrary  a  way, 
and  in  particular  had  a  practice,  \vhich 
gave  great  offence,  of  locking  them  up 
in  dark  cells,  for  little  or  no  fault  at  all ; 
and  partly  from  thefe  cauies,  people  had 
at  firfi:  rather  taken  part  againil  Mr.  Lev/is, 
and,  in  particular,  were  glad  to  liear,  that 
one  of  his  ftrongeft  cells  he  ufed  to  call  hh 
Bafleelw?iS  dellroyed.  But  though,  in  the 
begmning  the  Jacobines  thus  won  upon 
the  affections  of  many,  e\-en  good  peoDle, 
who  vviihed  them  ibccefs,  they  foon  ihewed 
themfelves  in  their  true  colours  :-~tliey  be- 
came objecls  of  almoif  univerlal  deteflation, 

#  The   former  Kings  of  France. 

and 
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and  to  be  called  a  Jacobine  was  the  great- 
eft  reproach,  that  could  be  cafi  on  a  man. 
Well— after  many  acls  of  outrage,  thefe 
defperadoes,  envying  the  liappincfs  and 
comfort  which  Mr.  George's  houfliold 
enjoyed,  and  longing  to  make  themfelves 
mafters  of  its  wealth,  declared  open  war 
againfi:  it ;  and,  in  particular,  they  vowed 
vengeance  againft  Pitman.  But  George's 
family  would  have  had  no  great  reafon  to 
dread  thefe  enemies  from  without,  if  it  had 
not  been  that  there  were  falfe  brothers 
witPiin ;  a  fet  of  ungrateful,  diicontented 
fellows,  who  were  always  plotting,  both 
againil  tlie  peace  of  the  family,  and  even 
againft  the  life  of  the  old  gentleman  him- 
felf.     There  was  *  Connoro,  and  Kigley, 

*  Arthur   O'Connor,    Quigley,    aad 
Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald. 

and 
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and  Fitzfherrall,  and  many  more  ;  as  bad 
a  gang  they  were,  as  ever  houfe  was  mo- 
lefted  with ;  and,  for  a  while,  they  were 
but  too  lliccefsful  in  perfuading  the  fa- 
mily, that  all  ^s^as  going  on  wrong,  that 
their  good  old  mailer  v/as  an  arbitrary, 
imperious  t}Tant,  and  all  his  houinold  no 
better  than  flaves. 

To  return  noAV  to  Foxton  and  liis  fet : 
To  their  Ihame  be  it  fpoken,  they  were 
either  weak  enough  to  be  the  dupes  of 
thefe  falfe  charges  of  the  Jacobin  fet,  or 
felfifh  enough  to  join  in  the  cry  for  their 
own  private  purpofes.  So  they  could  but 
ouft  Pitman,  and  raiie  themfelves  to  the 
head  of  the  family,  they  cared  for  nought 
elfe— And  indeed  they  had  worked  them- 
felves up  at  length  into  a  belief  that  they 

could' 
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could,  in  no  way,  fo  efFeclually  ferve  their 
mafter  and  the  whole  family,  as  by  coun^ 
tenancing  many  of  tliefe  Jacobin  fellows. 
But  palTion  blinds  people ;  and  the  courfe 
purfued  by  Foxton  and  his  friends  was 
altogether  unjuftifiable.  They  got  into 
a  way  of  fpeaking  too  favourably,  even  of 
the  Jacobines  themfelves,  and  they  always 
talked  of  Connoro  in  particular,  and  in- 
deed of  all  his  coacljutors,  as.of  afet  of 
oppreiled,  calumniated  people^  who  had 
no  bad  defigns  whatever.  While,  in  truth, 
thefe  Jacobines  were  juftly  fulpecled  of 
wifliing  to  a6t  over  again,  in  Mr.  George's 
family,  the  fame  fcenes  that  had  pafled  h\ 
Mr.  Lewis's, 

None,    it    is    (aid,     are    fo    blind    as 
thofe  who  won't  fee : — All,  but?  Foxton 

and 
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and  his  fet,  now  took  the  alarm.  And  ill 
truth,  by  degrees,  Connoro  and  his  party 
grew  fo  barefaced,  that  it  was  fcarcely  pof- 
fible  to  miftake  their  meaning.  At  lengtli 
Pitman,  who  had  his  eyes  about  him, 
thought  he  had  leg-al  nroof  of  the  wicked 
attempts  of  Connoro,  Kigley,  and  fome 
others   of  the  party,   and  of  their  being 

a6lually  engaged  in  a  plot,  to  aflilt  the 
foreign  enemy.  Accordingly,  they  were 
brought  to  triid  ;  but,  though  there  was 
evidence  enough  to  convince  a  man,  in 
his  own  confcience,  that  they  were  a  fet 
of  traiterous  confpirators,  yet  the  parti- 
cular charge  was  fcarcely  brought  home  to 
Connoro,  and  fome  others  of  them,  fo^ 
clearly  as  the  laws  of  Mr.  George's  family 
required :  for  thefe  were  formed  on  the 
principle^  that   it  was   better   ten  guilty 

men 
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jnen  fliould  efcape,    than    one   innocent 
man  fufFer* 

One,  however,  of  the  gang,  of  the  name 
of  Kigley,  was  convicted,  and  fufFered 
death  for  his  crime.  But,  it  will  fcarce 
be  beheved  that  Foxton  and  Sherryman, 
and  feveral  others  of  his  party,  came  for- 
ward at  this  trial,  and  declared  thev  knew 
Connoro  perfe6lly,  that  he  was  one  of 
the  moft  open-hearted,  well-intentioned, 
honefl  creatures  that  ever  lived.  In  lliort, 
they  gave  him  the  higheft  chara6ler  in 
the  world,  as  they  thought,  (though  many 
thought  they  were  unfaying  all  that  they 
had  faid  before)  by  declaring,  that  his  prin^ 
ciples  were  exactly  the  fame  as  their  oijun  I — 
Now,  let  it  be  remarked,  that  all  this  was 
declared  by  Foxton   and  Sherryman   £?f.    on 

oath  ; 
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oath ;  and  alfo  that,  for  fome  time,  this  very 
Connoro  had  been  pubhlhing,  in  his  own 
name,  a  paper,  of  which  it  was  the  rna- 
nifelt  defign  to  fet  one  part  of  the  family 
again^  the  other,  and  to  teach  them  to 
conuder  the  Jacobines  as  their  only  friends, 
and  to  look  to  them  for  emancipation  and 
happinefs. 

As  for  poor  Kigley,  he  was  fufFercd  to 
find  his  way  to  the  gallows,  without  any 
attempt  to  fave  him ;  and  many  thought 
he  was  left  in  the  lurch  moil  Ihamefully, 
the  better  to  favour  Connoro's  efca}:>e. 
Foxton,  however,  and  his  party,  (not 
refle6ling  that  people  v/ould  be  apt  to 
apply  the  old  proverb,  "  know  a  man  by 
his  company;''  and,  not  confidering  that, 
when  one  of  the  gang  had  been   proved 

guilty, 
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giiilty,  the  prefumption  was  not  much  iri 
favour  of  the  others)  were  quite  elated 
by  Connoro's  acquittal.  And,  becaufe 
Mr.  Pitman,  having  other  matters  of  accu- 
fation  againil  him,  did  not  chufe  to  let 
this  fame  Connoro  go,  when  once  in  fafe 
euftody,  they  openly  talked  of  it,  at 
a  publick  meeting  of  fome  of  the  family^ 
as  of  the  greatefl  inftance  of  oppreflion,- 
ever  known,  and  reprefcnted  Connoro  as 
one  of  the  mofi;  ill-ufed  men  alive.*  Nay^ 
they  carried  it  fo  far,  as  to  queftion  the 
right,  any  one  had  to  detain  Connoro^ 
to  anfvver  for  his  other  crimes.  As  if^ 
fuppofe  a  houfe-breaker  to  have  broken 
open  a  houfc  at  Highgate,  and  another 

*  See  the  Oppofition  Speeches  againft  Gdi- 
vernnient,  on  account  of  his  lecond  arrcft, 
in  order  to  be  tried  for  High  Treafon  com- 
mitted  in   h'eland. 

at 


I? 

?.tHampftead,  and,  for  want  of  legal  proof, 
to  have  been  acquitted  of  the  firfh  charge, 
he  was  not  to  be  tried  on  the  fecond. 

All  this  time,  Connoro's  gang  Vv'ere  not 
idle  ;  and  at  length,  by  various  artifices, 
they  ftirred  up  fome  of  the  lower  and 
more  ignorant  of  Mr.  George's  people  on 
that  part  of  the  eftate  which  lies  at  a 
diftance  from  the  houfe,  commonly  called 
his  Irilli  eftate,  to  make  an  open  attempt 
on  his  life,  and  againft  all  thofe  who 
Ihould  keep  faithful  to  him.  It  is  pro- 
bable they  would  not  have  been  able  to 
prevail  on  thefe  poor  deluded  creatures 
if  they  had  not  allured  them  that  they 
were  on  the  heft  terms  poflible  v/ith  the 
foreign  Jacobines,  who  ^\'Ould  certainly 
come  and  help  them  to  get  the  better  of 
c  aii 
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all  who  Ihould  be  ilaviili  enough  to  con- 
tinue obedient  to  their  lawful  mailer. — 
But  here  the  Jacobines  undertook  for  more 
than  they  could  perform.  Providentially 
Mr.  George's  eftate  was  entirely  fur- 
rounded  by  a  deep  and  broad  moat ;  to 
which  it  had  often  owed  its  fafety ;  and 
on  this  cccafion,  having  planted  fome 
trufty  people  in  boats  at  proper  diftances, 
they  kept  fuch  a  fliarp  look-out,  that  the 
Jacobines  could  never  find  an  opportunity, 
of  running  any  of  their  people  acrofs  the 
water.  Befides  their  being  difappointed 
'of  foreign  aid,  they  were  alfo  much  weak- 
ened by  Connoro,  and  feveral  other  of 
their  leaders,  being  in  durance  at  the  time 
of  their  rifmc:,  and  fo  not  beinii;  able  to 
guide  and  counfel  and  infpirit  them. 
However,   under  all  thefe  difadvantages, 

they 
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they  took  up  arms  in  great  numbers  ;  and 
had  it  not  been  that  the  reft  of  the  family 
behaved  with  great  fpirit  and  iidehty, 
there  is  no  faying  what  confequences 
would  have  follovv'ed.  — As  it  was,  there 
were  feveral  fevere  frays ;  and  multitudes 
of  the  poor  deluded  creatures  loft  their 
lives.  As  it  happened,  alfo,  letters  Vv'erc 
intercepted,  and  papers  feized,  which 
(being  confirmed  by  the  voluntary  tefti- 
mony  of  fome  who  had  been  engaged  in 
the  plot,  but  who  repented  on  leeing  die 
dreadful  lengths  to  which  things  v.ere 
going)  afforded  the  means  of  convicling 
many  of  the  principal  leaders.  One  of 
them  was  already  condemned,  and  the 
others  (Connoro  among  the  reft)  were 
foon  to  be  brought  to  trial ;  when'Connoro 
and  the  reft  of  his  aftbciates,  either  from 
c  2  bavin  o- 
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having  a  warmer  fellow-feeling  for  their 
comrade  on  this  occafion  than  in  the 
initance  of  poor  Kigley,  or  becaufe  they 
thought  they  might  not  get  off  fo  well 
themfelves  a  fecond  time,  offered  to  open 
their  whole  fcheme,  if  Mr.  George  would 
engage  that  their  lives  fhould  be  fpared, 
and  they  be  fuffered  to  tranfport  them- 
felves for  ever  from  off  the  eftate  :  Their 
offer  was  accepted,  and  the  ftipulated 
confeffion  was  made.  By  this  it  appeared, 
that  Connoro  and  his  affociates  had  all 
along  been  plotting  for  the  deftru6lion  of 
Mr.  George,  and  for  the  ruin  of  his 
family  :  That  they  had  combined  with 
the  Jacobines  for  the  accomplilhment  of 
their  wicked  purpofcs,  and  had  agreed  to 
let  them  into  the  houfe  at  the  dead  of 
night ;  when,  joining   their  forces,    they 

were 
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^yere  to  put  to  death,  without  mercy,  Mr. 
George,  himfelf,  and  as  many  of  the 
family  as  fliould  refift  them  :  That  the 
oppreiTive  arbitrary  meafurcs  of  \\hich 
they,  and  after  them  Foxton  and  his  let, 
had  complained,  were  the  obftacles  which 
had  chiefly  broken  their  fchemes  and  pre- 
vented their  efFecling  their  purpofes  :  In 
Ihiort,  that  Pitman  had  been  right  in  all 
his  fufpicions ;  and  that  iJih  open-hearted, 
ivell-inteniioned,  honeji  creature,  Connoro, 
was  one  of  the  moil  defperate  and  danger- 
ous villains  that  e\  er  infeded  a  land. 

It  was  not  long  after  this,  that  fome  one 
was  com_plaining  to  Mr.  George  of  Pitman, 
and  the  reft  of  thofe  whom  Pitman  had 
placed  in  the  confidential  fituations  of  his 
family,  and  advifing  him  to  turn  them 
c  2  out 
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out  of  their  offices,  and  put  in  their  places 
Foxton  and  Sherryman  and  the  reil  of 
their  aflbciates  ;  when  he  is  faid  to  ha\x 
exprefled  himfelf  in  nearly  the  following 
manner  :— 

*'  IvCt  me  remind  you  of  a  few  plain 
fa6ls,  and  then  judge  for  yourfelves  whe- 
ther I  could  honeftly  or  fafely  intrufl: 
myfelf  and  my  family  to  the  care  of 
Foxton  and  his  party.  I  will  fay  nothing 
of  the  conftant  encouragement  Foxton 
and  many  of  his  partizans  have  for  many 
years  given  to  all  the  difturbcrs  of  my 
family's  peace  ;  but  only  remark  that  even 

of  late,  when  one  would  have  thought 
that  the  danger  we  iiil  have  been  in  from 
our  implacable  enemy  the  Jacobincs 
would  have  united  us,  they  have  gone  on 

exaclly 
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exactly  in  their  old  way ;  oppofing  every 
Hep  which  was  thought  neceiTai-}  for  the 
fecurity  of  my  perfon,  and  the  protection 
of  my  family,  hoth  againtl  its  external, 
and  fLili  more  ao-ainfl  its  internal  enemies. 
Nay,  they  have  been  acting  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  the  Jacobines,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  have  fpokcn  of  tliem  as  of  their 
friends  and  partizans,  and  have  excepted 
them  in  their  threats  of  vengeance  againfl: 
all  the  reft  of  the  famil}".  But  take  only 
their  conduct,  in  relation  to  Connoro  and 
his  gang.  Connoro,  by  his  o^vn  confefTion, 
has  been  one  of  the  chief  ringleaders  of 
that  wicked  fet,  who,  by  mifleading  a 
parcel  of  poor  ignorant  people,  and 
bafely  drawing  them  on  by  a  thoufand 
falfe  pretences,  have  made  my  IrilTi  eftate 
a  fccne  of  blood  and  flaughter.  When  I 
c  4  think 
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think  of  the  numbers  of  deluded  wretches 
whom  their  artifices  have  led  on  to 
deftru6lion,  I  almoft  regret  that  he  and 
his  afibciates  lliould  be  fuffered  to  fncak 
away  with  their  own  lives.  It  is  he,  who 
plotted  with  the  Jacobines  for  mine  and 
my  family's  deftru6tion  :  It  is  he,  \\  ho 
tempted  them  to  come  over,  with  pro^ 
mifes  of  co-operation ;  who  planned  the 
means  of  letting  them  into  the  houfe,  and 
of  helping  them  to  embrue  their  hands  in 
mine  and  my  family's  blood.  All  this 
time,  if  Foxton  and  his  friends  had  them- 
felvcs  been  leagued  with  the  Jacobines, 
they  could  not  have  ferved  their  caufe 
more  cffe6lually,  except  that  they  would 
have  been,  more  ufeful  by  being  partizans 
a  little  lefs  barefaced  and  open  iii  their 
oppofitionj     They   countera6led   all    the 

meafurts 
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meafures  taken  by  Pitman  for  defeating 
Connoro's  defigns  :  They  fpoke  of  Con- 
noro  as  of  one  of  the  moft  calumniated 
and  ill-ufed  men  that  was  ever  the  victim 
of  wanton  opprefTion  :  They  did  their 
litmoil  to  keep  him  in  credit,  and  to 
preferve  his  influence.  All  this,  at  a  time 
(though  it  had  not  been  proved  in  a  court 
of  juftice  that  he  was  a  traitor,  yet) 
when  he  had  been  for  months  publilli- 
ing,  ivlth  his  7iame  to  it,  a  periodical 
paper,  *  the  wicked  objc6ts  of  which 
were   too   plain  to  be  miftaken. 

"  We  are  dill  engaged  in  a  contcfl 
with  the  fame  implacable  foreign  enemy, 
the  Jacobines ;  and  to  refift  tliem  with 
efFecl,  will  require  the  utm.oft  zeal,  pene- 

*  The  Prefs. 

tration, 
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tration,  watchfulnefs,  and  prudence  : — . 
and  would  you  have  me  hope  to  counter- 
act their  eiibrts,  by  putting  mylelf  into 
the  hands  of  men,  who  were  fo  want- 
ing in   one   at  leaft    of   thofe    qualities. 

"  On  ni}^  Engliih  eftate,  T  fe^ir,  ive  have 
many  Connoro's— many,  like  him,  dif- 
contented,  ungrateful  wretches,  fecretly 
leagued  with  my  foreign  enemies,  and 
openly  recommending  their  principles,  ef- 
poufmg  their  caiife,  and  promoting  their 
intereils.  It  is  needful  to  watch  thefe 
men  clofcly,  to  be  full  of  fiifpicion  and 
precaution,  and  even  to  abridge  the  whole 
of  the  family  of  fome  of  the  privileges  and 
liberties  they  ukil  to  enjoy  in  quiet  times,  left 
this  artful  and  defperate  gang  fliould  turn 
them  to  their  own  purpofes.    Pitman  does 

all 
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all  this :  He  points  out  thefe  traitors  to  the 

indi2:nant  notice  cf  the  famih^ ;    he  looks 

after   them  iliarply ;     he     oppofes    them 

vi<rorouflv He   endeavours    to    weaken 

their    numbers,    and    lefTen    their   iiiiia- 

ence : — in  ihort,    he  takes  his    meamrcs 

againft  them  as  fteadily  and  circumfpeclly 

as  againft  my  foreign  enemies  themfclves, 

and  keeps  in  heart  and  fpirit  the  well-dif- 

pofed  of  my  family.     Fox  ton  and  his  k^, 

on   the  other  hand,     aid,    comfort,    and 

encourage  them ;    ftrengthen  their  party, 

advance  their  infiaence,  and  try  to  keep 

them  in  countenance,  by  taking  notice  of 

them,  and  inviting  to  dinners,*  at  wliicli 

the  whole  fet  is  alTembled ;  which,  by  the 

way,    they  never  did,   till  they  had  been 

fcouted  out  of  all  honeft  men's  company. 

-   H.  Tooke's  and   Mr.  Fox's  reconcillatioa 
at   the  public   dinner. 
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"  If  a  man's  honfe  had  been  once  fet  on 
fire,  and  was  threatened  again ;  who  but 
a  madman  would  fele6l,  in  order  to  extin- 
gLiilh  or  prevent  the  conflagration,  the 
very  perfons  who  had  declared  themfelves 
the  moit  wanrilv  attached  to  thofe,  who 
had  been  intimately  connc6led  \\  ith  the 
incendiaries  ;  to  thoje^  ^\ho  had  been 
openly  filling  the  houfe  with  combuftibles, 
and  who  had  afterwards  confefTed  that 
they  had  been  long  privy  to  the  defign, 
and  fworn  to  acl  in  concert  for  its  accom- 
pliiliment.  Who  but  a  madman  would 
fele6l  thofe,  who  never  would  be  perfuaded 
the  houfe  was  at  all  in  danger,  who  never 
would  fufFer  the  engine  to  be  got  ready, 
and  who  tried  to  make  the  family  rife  up 
in  arms  to  refifl:  fome  prudent  regulations^ 
which  (when  every  floor  was  fire  wed  with 

gun- 
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gunpowder,  and  lighted  matches  had  been 
found  under  the  flairs  and  in  other  fecret 
places)  it  was  found  needful  to  hiy  down 
about  the  ufe  of  fire  and  candles ;  griev- 
oufly  reproaching  Pitman,  and  faying, 
that  it  \vas  fcandalous  in  him  to  punilli 
others  for  doing  no  more  than  he  had 
done  himfelf ;  becaufe,  feveral  years  before, 
when  there  was  no  rcafon  to  be  afraid  of 
fire,  he  had  himfelf  carried  a  lighted 
candle  into  fome  dark  old  clofet,  wdiich  he 
wanted  to  have  repaired.* 

"  Foxton  and  company  may  have  a  real 
attachment  to  me,  and  it  mav  be  only 
dulnels,  which  prevents  their  feeing  the 
bad  defigns  of  this  nefc  of  villains.     But 

*  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  of  reforming  the  rotten 
Boroughs. 

Foxtoa 


Foxton  ufed  to  be  inarp-fighted  enough : 
And  when  we  are  really  zealous  for  any 
one's  defence,  we  are  not  apt  to  be  flow  in 
fufpecling  miibhief,  and  i'o  backward  in 
oppoling  it.  If  P\)xton  and  his  party  really 
didiked  thefe  men,  Vv^ould  they  be  fo  dif- 
pofed  to  connive  at  them  r  for,  though  v/e 
arc  hardly  brought  to  believe  anything  evil 
of  our  friends,  we  are  ready  enough  to 
impute  it  to  our  enemies. 

"  Again  :  it  may  be  imprudence  ;  but 
imprudent  men  ought  not  to  have  the 
care  of  my  houfe   and   family,    in   fucli 

times   as   thefe. It  may  be,    they  are 

blinded  by  their  pafiions  :  but,  ^ve  now 
want  the  Iharpcft  eyes,  and  the  moft  vigi- 
lant circumfpeclion. 

Laflly  ; 
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"  Laftly;  it  may  be;  that  they  think  to 
ulc  thefe  bad  men  as  the  inftrum^nts  of 
their  own  exaltation;  and,  when  once  they 
have  got  into  power,  they  will  coanteracl 
and  refiit  thein :  but,  it  is  rather  too  dan- 
gerous an  experiment,  to  truil  to  fuch 
a  fpeculation  m.y  own  hfe  and  the  fafety 
of  my  family.  And,  at  leail,  it  is  clear, 
the  coni'pirators  tliemieivcs  have  no  Inch 
fufpicion  :  for,  while  they  clamour  againll 
Pitman  and  his  alTociates  with  open  mouth, 
they  now  and  then  commend  Foxton  and 
his  let  to  the  ikies  ;  and  fpeak  of  their 
beina:  intruif ed  v/ith  die  care  of  the  family, 
as  the  next  belt  thing  to  giving  it  up  at 
once  to  the  Jacobines  themfeh/es.  Surely, 
it  is  a  good  practical  rule,  never  to  trull: 

the 
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the  care  of  one's  life   and   property   to 
a  man,  to  whom  one's  moft  deadly  enemy 
would  moft  wifh  to  commit  the  office. 


THE    END* 


